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Making rushlights
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Crafts and Skills





First you need to strip the green outer coat from the reeds. It isn’t easy to do


The reeds that we used were not really thick enough. Leitrim reeds aren’t as good as Longford reeds, we were told.





The reeds were soaked in a pan of very hot fat. 


This is a job for an expert.


It is hard to find lard, animal fat, now but that is what was used in the past.





Rushlights were used long ago because they were cheap to make.  They were used during the Emergency years as paraffin for lamps was very hard to get.


Several were used in a bundle to make more light.





The men from the Dolmen Club demonstrated the making of rushlights to the children from Augnacliffe School








